PRESS RELEASE
April 24, 2006
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

° UNDERGROUND EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM AT PRAIRIE CREEK MINE

° 10,000 METERS OF UNDERGROUND DRILLING PLANNED

Canadian Zinc Corporation (“TSX-CZN”)is pleased to announce that the mine site at the
Company’s 100% owned Prairie Creek Property in the Northwest Territories has been reopened for
the 2006 season. Crews have been mobilized to the property in order to prepare for a $5.7 million
exploration and development program which will be carried out over the next six months.

Following the recent reissue of a Type B Water License by the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water
Board (refer to February 13 press release), the Company has entered into a contract with Procon
Mining and Tunnelling Limited of Burnaby B.C. to undertake the underground development
program.

Procon is a full service mining contractor that has extensive experience in underground mining in the
Northwest Territories, the Yukon and Alaska, as well as the western provinces of Canada and
international locations including Ireland, Greenland and Russia. Procon, together with Ke Te Whii
Ltd., was contracted by BHP Billiton to carry out underground preproduction development, test mining
and contract mining at BHP’s Ekati Diamond mine in the Northwest Territories. Ke Te Whii Ltd. is
Procon’s local First Nation partner on the Ekati mine and Procon intends to form a similar joint venture
partnership for the program on the Prairie Creek mine with local Deh Cho First Nations interests.
Procon has also performed all of the development work to date at De Beers’ Snap Lake diamond
project in the Northwest Territories and has also been responsible for the complete underground
operation of Barrick Gold's Eskay’s Creek gold and silver mine in British Columbia where Procon uses
a cut and fill mining method similar to that which may be utilized at Prairie Creek.

The Prairie Creek mine is already developed on three horizontal levels totaling over five kilometers of
underground workings which access the lead-zinc-copper bearing vein deposit. The portal of the
lowest access level, referred to as the 870 level, is located immediately adjacent to the existing mill
and mine infrastructure facilities. The 870 level is tracked and is designed to be the main haulage
level to the mill. The two upper levels are trackless and connect internally to the 870 level via ore
passes and raises.

Over the past two seasons Canadian Zinc has been engaged in rehabilitating the underground
workings in preparation for the underground exploration and development program. This work
included installing a new ventilation system, electrical substations, track upgrade and general
rehabilitation, in addition to installation of a new water treatment facility and construction of a new
water polishing pond.



The Company’s previous surface diamond drilling has indicated a continuation of the vein system
north from the existing workings and the underground program will further detail the vein deposit. The
underground exploration program will involve the driving of approximately 400 meters of new decline
tunnel. The driving of the new decline will allow underground diamond drill stations to be established
from which to drill define and delineate the vein on 50 meter centers. Up to 10,000 meters of
underground diamond drilling is planned. In addition the decline will provide further exploration
opportunity for additional testing for stratabound deposits which are known to lie at depth about 200
meters below the 870 level.

The underground diamond drilling will enable detailed mine planning, resource evaluation and
advance development plans for a 10 plus year mine life. A number of underground stopes have
previously been developed and prepared for mining production. For the first full years of the mine
operations the target is to produce an average of approximately 100 million pounds of zinc, 90 million
pounds of lead and 4 million ounces of silver per year for at least the first three years of the projected
18 year mine life.

The Company is also finalizing a Project Description Report to be submitted to the regulatory
authorities as part of the application process for the main Operating Permit for the Prairie Creek Mine.

About Canadian Zinc

Canadian Zinc's 100% owned Prairie Creek (zinc/silver/lead) Project, located in the Northwest
Territories, includes a partially developed underground mine with an existing 1,000 ton per day mill
and related infrastructure and equipment . The Prairie Creek Property hosts a major mineral deposit
containing a historically estimated resource of 3.6 million tonnes (measured and indicated) grading
11.8% zinc; 9.7% lead; 0.3% copper and 141.5 grams silver per tonne and 8.3 million tonnes
(inferred) grading 12.8% zinc; 10.5% lead and 0.5% copper and 169.2 grams silver per tonne, with
significant exploration potential. The deposit contains an estimated, in situ 3 billion pounds of zinc,
2.2 billion pounds of lead and approximately 70 million ounces of silver.

Cautionary Statement - Forward Looking Information:

This press release contains certain forward-looking information, This forward looking information includes, or may be based
upon, estimates, forecasts, and statements as to management’s expectations with respect to, among other things, the issue
of permits, the size and quality of the company’s mineral resources, future trends for the company, progress in development
of mineral properties, future production and sales volumes, capital and mine production costs, demand and market outlook
for metals, future metal prices and treatment and refining charges, the outcome of legal proceedings and the financial results
of the company. The Company does not currently hold a permit for the operation of the Prairie Creek Mine. Mineral
resources that are not mineral reserves do not have demonstrated economic viability. Inferred mineral resources are
considered too speculative geologically to have economic considerations applied to them that would enable them to be
categorized as mineral reserves. There is no certainty that mineral resources will be converted into mineral reserves.
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